[11:4 A] 


[B] 


[F] “All this continued until the burnt offering was finished’ — all of 
this is indispensable to the cult.” 


[G] R. Tanhuma in the name of R. Eleazar derived the same 
proposition from the following: “And I have given the Levites 
as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the people of Israel 
[to lo the service for the people of Israel at the tent of meeting 
and to make atonement for the people of Israel, that there may 
be no plague among the people of Israel in case the people of 
Israel should come near the sanctuary]” (Num. 8:19). 


[H] “‘And Ihave given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons 


from among the people of Israel’ — this refers to the Levites. 
[I] ““To do the service for the people of Israel’ — this refers to the 
priests. 
[J] “‘To make atonement for the people of Israel’ — this refers to 
the song. 


[K] ““That there may be no plague among the people of Israel in 
case the people of Israel should come near the sanctuary’ — 
this refers to Israel.” 


[L] How do we know that the song [in the Temple] is called a 
form of atonement? 


[M] Hinena. father of Bar Netah, in the name of R. Benaiah: 
‘To make atonement for the people of Israel’ — this 
refers to the song. 


[N] How do we know that the song is indispensable [to the 
cult]? 


[O] R. Jacob bar Aha, R. Bulatah in the name of R. Hinena: 
““To make atonement for the people of Israel’ — this 
refers to the song.’” 


R. Jacob bar Aha, R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan [in the 
Tosefta’s version]: “Eight priestly watches did Moses set up for the 
priesthood, and eight for the Levites, [Y.: four from Eleazar, four 
from Itamar. 


“When David and Samuel, the seer, arose, they divided the 
priesthood into twenty-four watches, and the Levites into twenty- 
four watches. [Y.: Until David and Samuel, the seers arose and 
they added eight; four from Eleazar, four from Itamar. They 


